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Editorial 
 

The Importance of Developing True 

Disciples 

The Daishonin inscribed the 

Gohonzon and established the practice 

of Daimoku for the enlightenment and 

happiness of all people into the eternal 

future. The rest is now up to his 

disciples.  

The grand vision of the Daishonin’s 

Buddhism of the people, a teaching for 

the enlightenment of all humanity, can 

only be realized when there are 

genuine disciples—disciples who 

strive for kosen-rufu “like Nichiren” 

or “with the same mind as Nichiren”  - 

We are talking about disciples who 

strive with the spirit of oneness of 

mentor and disciple. This is the reason 

why it is important to learn the spirit 

of a true disciple. 

Without such disciples, all that we 

have built thus far would not last! 

Majority of the leaders during the 

Selangor and Johor Incidents chose to 

stay with Gakkai and to protect this 

organization of Buddha’s will and 

decree because they remembered their 
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SGI President Ikeda Guidance 
   

(NHR Great Path – 32) 

At the last part of his lecture on “Lotus Sutra – 

Encouragement of the Bodhisattva Universal Worthy”, 

Shin’ichi Yamamoto said, “As comrades in the organization, 

it is important to have mutual respect and advance in 

harmonious unity. Unity is the strength in kosen-rufu. 

In accordance to the sutra and Gosho, unity in kosen-rufu  --- 

it is normal the devil will appear to obstruct Soka Gakkai 

advancement. There could be oppression and persecution 

from the external forces like the authorities or the powerful; 

or there could be problems originated from the internal 

jealousy among the comrades. 

We need to pay extra attention to the problems from within. 

Once there is jealousy, hatred or talking bad on the each 

among the members, there will be no joy in practicing and all 

good fortune will vanish as well. 

Besides, when leaders turned against each other, disrupt 

unity, bad-mouthing each other, breaking up this 

organization of Buddha’s will and decree, destroying kosen-

rufu, then this is a great offence. 

Closely united is the proof of our life condition 

transformation and human revolution.” 

Nichiren Daishonin warned his disciple that breaking the 

unity is a grave mistake. “But if any of Nichiren’s diciples 

disrupt the unity of many in body but one in mind, they 

would be like warriors who destroy their own castle from 

within.” (The Heritage of the Ultimate Law of Life, WND1, 

p217). 

The external enemies will take advantage of our disunity and 

separate us from our mentor and fellow comrades. Hence, be 

united as solid rock, and do not let the devil has any chance 

to destroy us. This is the power to protect our comrades and 

make great advances in kosen-rufu. 
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debt of gratitude to Gakkai and to our Mentor.  Those who remained are genuine disciples who will help 

build a new and better SGM.  

The Daishonin in the Gosho “Reply to Niiama” written in 1275 (WND 469) says, “But in Kamakura, among 

the 999 out of 1000 people who gave up their faith when I was arrested, perhaps since public feeling has 

now abated, there are some who regret as well,…”   

Those disciples who were strong enough to remain with the Daishonin were the genuine disciples, and 

together with their mentor, they built a new and united organization of believers.  

Likewise members who strive  in the spirit of many in body, one in mind, centering around the General 

Director to challenge and defeat the devilish function arising from the Johor incident and help build a new 

and better SGM are the true and genuine disciples of Sensei. 

We must let our members know that, no matter what, and for whatever reason, leaving the Gakkai to form 

their own organizations, inciting leaders to resign from their leadership positions or inciting members to 

leave the SGM to join them, forming factions within the Gakkai, and associating with a foreign anti-Gakkai 

group is a grave slander. 

We all should continue to discuss with the local Soka Spirit committee and our leaders and ask, "What can 

I do? Who can I have dialogue with?" Words of truth and justice coming from leaders carry weight...it is 

time to reply to Sensei's expectation to us. 

 

 Lessons Learned   

 

Lesson 5 

The Spirit of Many In Body, One in Mind – The Way to Buddhahood and Kosen-rufu. 

“All disciples and lay supporters of Nichiren should chant Nam-myoho-renge-kyo with the spirit of 

many in body but one in mind, transcending all differences among themselves to become as inseparable 

as fish and water in which they swim. This spiritual bond is the basis for the universal transmission of 

the ultimate Law of Life and death. Herein lies the true goal of Nichiren’s propagation. When you are 

so united, even the great desire for the widespread propagation can be fulfilled?” (WND-I, pg 217)  

 

This gosho passage teaches us not to practice ourselves alone but unite in itai doshin  (many in body, 

one in mind) to strive for the common goal of kosen-rufu.  

 

It teaches that the Buddha’s lifeblood or heritage of the Law flows nowhere but in the actions of people 

– not those who act divisively or egotistically, but within the lives of those who chant daimoku in perfect 

unity and advance together toward the common goal of kosen-rufu as willed by Nichiren Daishonin. 
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This important passage shows a practical way for common mortals of little understanding to inherit the 

heritage of the Law, that is, to attain Buddhahood in the Latter Day. This is why President Toda says, 

“Gakkai is more precious than my life”. 

 

Going against the will of Nichiren Daishonin in light of the above Gosho passage, the NBAs and the 

other Nichiren sects schemed to destroy this organization of itai doshin that is dedicated to the great 

goal of kosen-rufu and the happiness of the people by breaking the harmonious unity of members. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ): 
 

Q：Is it necessary for Gakkai to have Art Collection? 
A:       

‘First the teachings on propriety and music were set forth, and later the true way was introduced.’ 

(The Opening of the Eyes, WND-I, p.221) Ikeda Sensei expresses his fervent wish in his message for 

the opening ceremony of the Wisma Kebudayaan SGM in 2001 when he writes that: “For the sake of 

achieving this purpose please continue to expand the waves of peace and cultural exchanges to make 

Malaysia into a hub for international exchanges.” 

 

SGM followed the footsteps of the vision of Ikeda Sensei by strenuously building the path of peace, 

culture and education in our multi-racial, multi-religious Malaysia. We have transcended the 

differences of race and religion and converged good people from all backgrounds thereby opened 

up the path of friendship, the path of understanding and the path of trust. This has elevated the 

social image of SGM, which became a force that supports and protects the kosen-rufu in Malaysia.  

In his Gosho lecture in the 67th instalment of the Teaching of Victory, Ikeda Sensei mentioned SGM 

by saying: “The SGM Grand Culture Centre in Kuala Lumpur was completed in 2001, and has been 

the site of more than 400 exhibitions, seminars, and other events. It is gaining wide renown among 

the general public as a centre of culture and the arts……Based on the principles and ideals of 

Nichiren Buddhism, SGM has created a magnificent history of victory as a great, inspiring river of 

peace, culture, and education, fostering many capable individuals who are making positive 

contributions to society.” (SGI Newsletter - No. 9254) 

 

Q:  What is the real Gakkai spirit in contribution? 

A:  

The contribution spirit of SGM has been a great culture of Malaysian kosen-rufu. It was due to the 

selfless contribution by our pioneers that SGM has reached today’s scale with citadels of kosen-rufu 

built in every states.  

 

Financial contribution for the sake of kosen-rufu means more than just contributing money. Through 

challenging themselves to carry out financial contributions, our members have achieved victory over 

various seemingly “impossible” challenges and transformed their karma. 

In thanking a believer for his contribution of polished rice, Nichiren Daishonin wrote: “You should 

realise from this that polished rice is not polished rice; it is life itself.” (“The Gift of Rice”, WND-1, 

p. 1126) Financial contribution is a lifeline of kosen-rufu. 
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Nichiren Daishonin also wrote: “More valuable than treasures in a storehouse are the treasures of 

the body, and the treasures of the heart are the most valuable of all. From the time you read this 

letter on, strive to accumulate the treasures of the heart!” (“The Three Kinds of Treasure”, WND-1, 

p. 851) 

 

Having money is often associated with “treasures in a storehouse.” Making sincere financial 

contribution is truly an act of using this “treasures in a storehouse” to “accumulate treasures of the 

heart.” And the treasures of the heart that we accumulate will bring happiness and peace for not just 

ourselves, but our families, communities, country and eventually the entire world. 
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