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Editorial 
   

 

First Know Thy Enemies 

Nichiren states that the saha world in which 

we dwell is a domain ruled by the devil king. 

Stay alert, and be vigilant, where is the devil 

king wreaking havoc now?  What are his 

tricks? With faith, you could spot it quite 

easily. Where there is disharmony, chaos, 

distrust.....it is there, and he can be quite 

handsome too.  

In his lecture on  “Letter to Misawa”, Ikeda 

Sensei  warns  about  the devil king’s ‘10 

armies’ – they constitute hindrances in the 

form of : (1) greed, (2) care and worry, (3) 

hunger and thirst, (4) love of pleasure (also 

craving), (5) drowsiness and languor, (6) fear, 

(7) doubt and regret, (8) anger, (9) 

preoccupation with wealth and fame, (10) 

arrogance and contempt for others. 

You could see how the Devil King’s ‘10 

armies’ have entered and manipulated the 

lives of the dissidents who have openly sowed 

the seeds of hatred and distrust, and caused 

some of these dissidents to leave and join the 

NBAs and other anti-Gakkai groups. 

 

SGI President Ikeda Guidance  
  

(NHR Great Mountain - 4) 
  

We are living in the realm of faith. Therefore, we 

must unite based on the Gohonzon, with faith as our 

foremost guide. If we allow ourselves to be ruled by 

our emotions, jealousy and conflict are bound to 

arise. That is a sign that the devilish functions within 

us have taken control and we have strayed from the 

teachings of Buddhism. Uniting together entails a 

struggle with these inner devils, and achieving unity 

of purpose is proof that we have done our human 

revolution, exercising self-mastery and winning over 

our own negativity.  

 

***** 

 

There are sure to be numerous difficulties and 

obstacles on the road to kosen-rufu. We may 

encounter opposition and persecution owing to 

others’ ignorance and misunderstanding of the Soka 

Gakkai. Some members may discard their faith; they 

may even betray or try to sow disunity in the 

organization. The devil king of the sixth heaven is 

always aiming to destroy the movement for kosen-

rufu in ways that we cannot anticipate. 

 

But whatever challenges arise, believe in the 

Gohonzon and dedicate your lives to kosen-rufu, 

together with the Soka Gakkai, the organization 

striving in accord with the Buddha’s intent. By 

battling and triumphing over great adversity, you 

will gain limitless benefit and build an indestructible 

foundation for happiness. It will also lead to 

remarkable progress in the development of kosen-

rufu in your respective lands. 
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While it is easy to discern the devilish functions and the workings of the devil king in others, it is 

difficult to see that it is also in us. The same goes with those bystanders and sympathizers who think 

they have done nothing wrong.  However, strictly speaking, seeing evil and not willing to speak up, to 

reproach or to expose evil are signs that the devil king has already gripped his or her life. 

Therefore, in order to subdue the devil king and its ‘10 armies’ outside, we should first deal with the 

devil king within us. 

 First, conquer the cowardice, the inertia, the indifference towards evil, and all the excuses, before you 

embark on this battle of refuting evil and imparting the true. 

An important part of our Soka Spirit movement is to spur our members and leaders to speak up and 

take action to drive out the devil.  Not speaking up against evil is tantamount to guilty of complicity. 

Not speaking up against evil is the only reason why NBA and their sympathizers, and the Nikken sect 

can still exist and continue to cause havoc and obstruct kosen-rufu today. 

Just as the saying goes, “All it takes for evil to triumph is for good man (and women) to do nothing.”  

The time has come for the real disciples to stand up. 

 
 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ): 
 

Q：   Of late, the NBA sympathizers have been circulating a video purportedly depicting scenes 

of SGM leaders taking back the Gohonzon which belongs to the owner of the Kuala Lumpur 

Bukit Rahman Putra (BRP) centre from the centre with background scenes of certain leaders 

crying. The video gives the viewers an impression that SGM was being heartless and acted in a 

tyrannical way towards our members. What is the truth behind this video? 
 

A:      Please do not be misled by such irresponsible video and half-truth statement. The Gohonzon 

in all the local centres rented by SGM were conferred by SGM and enshrined by SGM at these local 

centres. Therefore the Gohonzon belongs to SGM and not to the owners of the building or the 

members. 

 

The BRP centre depicted in the video was supposed to be used to advance kosen-rufu but 

unfortunately it had been misused to disrupt kosen-rufu and became a venue to spread baseless 

and malicious lies and accusations against SGM. The leaders who misused the centre refused to 

heed the numerous advice of SGM regarding the proper use of the centre. 
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As such, SGM has no choice but to exercise its right and its responsibility by stop renting the BRP 

centre and take back the Gohonzon from this slanderous place. 

 

When the 5 Senior Priests went against the will and teachings of Nichiren Daishonin, Nikko 

Shonin made a bold move to leave Mt Minobu and took Nichiren Daishonin’s ashes with him. 

 

To imply that SGM took away the Gohonzon belongs to the BRP centre owner is not true at all. It 

was twisted to give a false impression to discredit SGM. SGM was legally and morally right in stop 

renting the BRP centre and take back the Gohonzon. In fact SGM must do so in accord with the 

spirit of Nikko Shonin.  
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